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Message from Head of Sixth

Hello everyone and welcome to the Term 3 and 4 edition of 
Snapshot!

It has been a real joy putting together this edition and looking 
back over all the incredible experiences our students have 
been involved in – a much needed respite to the challenging 
circumstances we currently find ourselves in.

I am proud that our students are continuing to work hard 
remotely, and have set up their own new routines. I have also 
heard of some amazing stories of students going out and 
helping vulnerable people in their community with care 
packages and food. This is really the essence of what our Sixth 
Form is all about.

I hope you enjoy reading about what we have been up to 
and I wish you all a happy and healthy Summer Term...albeit 
not exactly how we had anticipated!

Take care of yourselves and each other.

Miss Tapscott



Year 12 at United Nations in New York



Commission on the Status of Women

Our Year 12 students travelled to New York to 

attend the annual Commission on the Status of 

Women event at the United Nations.

Although the main event itself was cancelled due 

to Covid19 they were still able to take part in 

numerous workshops and panel discussions and 

give presentations.

The had an opportunity to meet Aaron Holz and 

Kelly White from the UK Mission to the UK among 
others and listened to influential speakers including 

Mandy Sangera, an international human rights 

activist.

A unique and unforgettable experience.



Spanish Students visit Albacete

On the 5 February 17 Year 12 students set 
off for Albacete, in Castilla-La-Mancha, in 
order to immerse themselves fully into 
Spanish life.

Staying with a Spanish family and 
undertaking 5 days of work shadowing, 
primarily in nursery schools, the students 
had an amazing time, improving their 
speaking skills, developing their 
confidence and forming life-long 
friendships.

The experience they gained was 
invaluable! They are now looking forward 
to receiving their Spanish correspondents 
in March.



Biologists visit DNA Lab

Sixth form Biology students travelled to 
Oxford on 3 March to attend a lab 
session at the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History where they 
tested for, amplified, separated and 
identified alleles for tasting the flavour
that makes sprouts bitter.

They used biotechnological 
techniques such as electrophoresis 
and polymerase chain reaction to 
test a section of their own genome for 
the presence of a tasting gene and 
related this to A Level topics such as 
evolution and manipulating genomes.



Psychologists visit 'Crime House'

On 11 March Year 12 Psychology 
students spent a day at the School of 
Natural and Social Sciences at the 
University of Gloucestershire. The day 
included sessions on Psychology, 
Sociology and Criminology, including 
a trip to the university’s ‘Crime 
House’.

It was an engaging and informative 
experience for students interested in 
social psychology and/or criminology 
and allowed our students to gain a 
flavour of higher education.



Kate raises money for Little 

Princess Trust

Year 12 student Kate Searle-Barnes raised over £300 for the 
Little Princess Trust by asking friends, family and Stroud High 

staff to sponsor her decision to cut her hair.

When a child loses their hair to cancer or another condition, 

it can be a real knock to their confidence and identity. Kate 
decided to shave her hair and donate all 40cms to the Trust 

to help provide the resources to make a real hair wig so that 
a young person can fight their condition with a new-found 

sense of hope and optimistic determination.

The sponsorship money will go towards researching the 

development of less aggressive and toxic cancer treatments 
and environments, and contribute to ending childhood 

cancer forever.

Well done Kate!



South Korean students visit SHS
In January students from our partnership school Hanbit

High spent 6 days visiting the school and the area.



Oxford University Visit

A group of Year 12 students spent a day at 
our link college, Lady Margaret Hall, at 
Oxford University on 5 February. 

They listened to a very engaging talk by 
Outreach Manager Marrium Khan on the 
application process and the kind of 
student Oxford is looking for and enjoyed 
a student-led tour followed by lunch in the 
dining hall.

The day ended with students taking part 
in an Oxplore workshop entitled "Is the 
Internet bad?"



A night of culture and poetry

Sixth Form students listened to UK Poet 
Laureat Simon Armitage read from his 
extensive body of poetry followed 
by a Q&A session with the audience at 
an event held at Wycliffe School.

Mr Armitage's numerous accolades 
include the 2018 Queen’s Gold Medal 
for Poetry and an Ivor Novello Award 
for song-writing in the BAFTA-winning 
film, Feltham Sings. His poetry has been 
part of GCSE and A level studies in this 
country for nearly two decades now.



Year 12 experience life at university

In January our Year 12 students spent a day at the University of Bristol where they attend
ed a workshop on the UCAS process and how to write a personal statement. They also 

had the opportunity to ask current students about life as an undergraduate and have a 

tour of the university campus. In the afternoon students then attended a lecture focusing 
on either the Life Sciences and Physical Sciences or Arts & Humanities, Social Sciences 

and Law.



Psychologists test 

parenting skills

Year 12 Psychology students spent two 
weeks doing their best to look after Egg 
Babies. The project enables them to put 
into practice their knowledge of 
attachment theory and research.

Once students had bonded with their 
'newborn', they were then tasked with 
keeping them with them (and safe!) for a 
fortnight, before writing up a summary of 
their attachment and the likely 
implications of this for later life. Great fun 
was had and a lot was learnt. Though we 
have seen some questionable parenting 
skills along the way!



Chemistry Olympiad
Sixth Form students took part in a Chemistry Olympiad where they 
sat challenging papers and had the opportunity to apply their 
knowledge and skills to unfamiliar real-world scenarios.

Congratulations to the following students:

 Beth Y13: Completed (no award)

 Trinity Y13: Bronze

 Sarah Yr13: Bronze

 Charlotte Y13: Bronze

 Charlotte Y12: Bronze

 Ellie Yates Y12: Silver

It was great to see many Y13 students completing the paper and the 
Y12s who took part did particularly well despite this being a fiendishly 
tricky paper.

We hope some of the current Y12 who didn't take part will do so next 
year- it's 2 hours of unadulterated chemistry conundrum.



Antigone

Sixth form students studying A level English Literature and Drama & 
Theatre travelled to Bristol on 8 January to see a production of Antigone 
at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre.



BioScience Essay 

Competition

Congratulations to Viv Lewis in Year 12 who has won the 
University of Gloucestershire BioScience Essay Competition

for her essay on reducing carbon dioxide via artificial 

photosynthesis.

Entrants tackled the question “How biology can save the 
world” and Viv's essay explained that “if we could 

replicate plant photosynthesis, we could actively reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions” and ho scientists have achieved 

this with the use of nanotechnology and ‘cyborg 

bacteria’.

Judges on the panel included Radio 4 Today’s Martha 
Kearney, Inside Science presenter and author Adam 

Rutherford, writer and broadcaster Viv Parry OBE, garden 
writer Kate Bradbury and TV’s Gastronaut Stefan Gates.



New mixed football team

Our new Stroud High mixed football team has received its new kit and 
has started to play against other mixed football teams across the 
county!



Sixth Form Open 

Evening

We were delighted to welcome so many 

visitors to our Sixth Form Open Evening on 

22 January.

Our sixth form ambassadors did a 

fantastic job of representing the sixth 

form and talking about life as A Level 

students.

Our Year 11 students and applicants to 

the Sixth Form have had their 
Information, Advice and Guidance 

meetings to discuss their A level options 

and to find out more about life in the 

Sixth Form.



Spanish A-level students cook up a 
banquet!

As part of A-level Spanish studies, 
students study the regional 
gastronomy of Spain. This term they 
put what they are learning to the 
test and preapred a variety of 
Spanish dishes.

Paella, patatas bravas, tortilla 
española, Crema Catalana to 
name a few.

¡Qué delicioso!



Year 12 Mathematicians and Physicists Visit CERN

In February an intrepid group of physicists and mathematicians (and maybe a few stowaway chemists) set off for Geneva to 
v isit the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN) that has the densest population and largest collaboration of scientists 
anywhere on planet Earth. After a talk and Q&A session in the v isitor centre students travelled across the border into France to v isit 
the Cryogeneic Research Facility where they learnt how the super-conducting magnets are made and repaired - CERN has 8000 
of these magnets that keep the charged particles mov ing in a circular path. Students also had an opportunity to v isit the 
Universe of Particles adjoining CERN before enjoying some free time in Geneva.
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